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to apply. Reference was made to the cost of
grain for poultry feed. That difficuity could
he overcome by gréwing fodder for the poul-
try. Practical demonstration is required to
enable each. little homestead to have its poul-
try run and produce its own fodder fer the
peultry.  Reference was also ‘'made to the
short supply of grain for pigs. In apain
comes the Agricultural Department with an
absolutely misleading report, which says, or
hints, that owing to the high price of grain
pig production has fallen away. The cause
of the decrcase in pig production is the high
price growers could obtain for pigs in the
market. Enormous prices have ruled; henee
the haste to sell pigs. Now on the guestion
of potato growing and potato storage. 1
feel sure that we do not want a repetition
ot the low prices which ruled last year. But
that can only be avoided by a proper system
of storage.
Mr. Lambert: And dehydration,

AMr, PIESSE: And dehydration; but we
could save the expense of dehydration if pro-
vision were made for the use of second-hand
apple eascs for storing potatoes. Refrigera-
tors eannot possibly store potatoes in bags;
there is too much moisture, and that method
of storage would reqnire very large space.
Second-hond apple cases would give very sat-
isfactory results. We have tens of thousands
of these cases, which have eost the grower
from 1s. to 1s. Gd. apiere, but which he is
forbidden to use a second time. Those cages
are cast into the furnace, or used as firewood,
which represents absolute waste. In all sin-
cerity T say there is a great prospeet of sue-
cessful storage of potatoes in those second-
hand eases, which would not require very
mueh in the way of repairs. T hope the Min-
ister will see his way clear to authorisc the
use of the cases for that purpose. T also
trust that the Minister will give further con-
sideration to the question of remdering expert
assistance in the varions branches of agri-
culture.

Progress reported.

Houge adjouvrned et 10.58 p.m.
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Questlons Tramwoys, repnirs, renewnla. and ex-

naions .
Bills Insgect.lon of Mnchinerg Com.
Marketing, Asse iys Massn.ge

'The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAMWAYS, PERTH.
Repairs, rencwals, and extensions.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Minister for
Edueation;—1, What portion of the amount,
of £100,000 authorised on the Loan Estimates
for the last financial year for Perth clectric
tmmways and exteusions has been expended?

, How mueh hags been expeuded in general
|cpaus and renewals? 3, Why have no exten-
sions becn started durmg the financial year?
4, Is it the intention of the Government o
start any, and, if so, what extensicns forth-
with, so as to provide work for the unem-
ployed ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The total amount provided on the
Loan Estimates for Tramways for the year
1920-21 was £87,000. Of this £33,640 was cx-
pended doring the financial year. 2, Loan
money is not expended in repairs and Te-
newals. 3, Extensions have been deferred
pending  the appointment of "the Public
Works Committee contemplated by the Bill
now hefore the Legislative Assembly. 4,
Sce reply to No. 3.

BILL—INSPECTION OF MACHINERY.
‘ In Committee.

Resunted from the previous day; Hon. J.
FEwing in the Chair; the Minister for Eduea-
tion in charge of the Bill

Clanse G62—Protection of existing certifi-
eates:

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
This morning T had an opportunity of dis-
cussing the matter with the Chief Inspector
of Machinery and the Solicitor General. Con-
sideration was given to the amendments pro-
posed by Mr., Harris. It was agreed that
an additional subelause fo. this clause would
serve the purpose. In regard particularly to
internal combustion engines, any person can _
drive them at present. That is an undesirable
state of affairs. Bat there are ecriain persons
who drive them now who are not fully cer-
tifieated, and it is not desired to take that
vight away from them. I, therefore, move an
amendment—

That a subelanse be added to stand as
Subclanse 4 as follows:—* ‘Notwithstand-
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ing anything contained in this section to
the contrary, the holder of an unrestricted
first or second class steam enpgine driver’s
certificate granted under any Act in opera-
tion at any time before the commencement
of this Aet may by virtue of such certifi-
cate drive and have charge of any cngine
to which, except for this Act, such certifi-
cate would have applied, including an in-
ternal combustion engine other than a
locomotive or traetion engine.

This will mean that an engine driver holding
an unrestrieted certificate can, if he gets em-
ployment in driving an internal eombustion
engine, continue te carry on the work. - Of
course if he comes into eompetition with those
who hold the necessary certificate, he will be
at a disadvatage umtil sueh time as he gets
the certificate for himself, If thiz amend-
ment i3 agreed to, my intention is to recom-
mit Clause 56 awd insert a similar provision
there.

Hon. E. H. Harris: In view of this amend-
ment, I will not go on with my amendments
to this part of the clause,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Those men who
have had certain powers conferred upon them
should be exempt from the payment of any
fee when sceuring the transfer of their cer-
tificates, They should .be enabled to get
this transfer on application. I move an
amendment—

That in line 1 of Subelause 2, after the
word ‘‘any’’ the word ‘‘unrestrieted’’ be
inserted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Will any good purpose be served by depriv-
ing the holder of an unrestricted certificate
of the opportunity of getting a tramsfer?
The amendment would mean that the holder
of such a ecertificate would have no oppor-
lunity of getting a transfer at.all.  The
clause is an enabling clause to permit of
the holder of a certain certificate getting a
transfer to bring it under this Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Every person who
has had a certificate issned to him by the
department and paid the prescribed fee at
the time should, if he desires to transfer to
the new eonditions, have a certificate issued
without further charge. I move an amend-
ment—

That in  line 4 the words ‘‘payment of
preseribed fee’’ be struck out.

The Minister for Edueation: The inten-
tion is that these should he fees to cover the
cost of issming certificates.

Amendment put and negatived.
(Nanse, as previously amended, agreed to.
Claugse G63—agreed to.

Clause 64—Disgualification of holder of
certificate:

[COUNCIL.]

Hou. E. H  HARRIS: I fail to sce why
any person who is sumimened before the
board shoull hand in his certificate before
he has heen tried. The certificated engine
men in the State take strong cxeeption to
being pre-judged prior to an inquiry heing
held. 1 move an amendment—

That in line 7 of Subclause 1 the words
‘“return his ccrtificate to the chairman’’

be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The calling in of the wman’s certificate will
amount to suspension, in the event of it
appearing to the board that the holder of
the certificate has heen guilty of an offence
or misconduct or negligence. If the man ia
able to prove that he is not to blame, the
certificate is ‘simply handed hack to him.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. E. H., HARRIS: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line # of Subelause 4 after
““inguiry » the words °‘without reasoen-
able excuse’’ he added.

Circumstanees tnay arise which will prevent
a man appearing before the board and the
amendment will provide for such a contin-
geney.

The MINISTER FOR EFEDUCATION: I
have no objection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 43 to 78—agreeil to.

Clause 79—Protection of inspectors from
liability:

Hon. A. LOVEKTIXN: Thig clause gocs too
far. It provides that no matter or thing
dong by an iuspector Lona fide in the execn-
tion aof the Act, shall subject such inspector
or the Crown te any liability whatsoever.
New patents are introduced from time to
time and an inspector appointed under the
Act may desire to sece what is inside the ma-
chinery or appliances. He may take some
complicated part to picces and be unable to
put it together again invelving the owner in
seripus expense. There should he some limi-
tation placed upon such a provision, although
I do not quite know what form that limita-
tion conld take.

The MINISTER FOR ELUCATION:
This is a similar provision to that which ap-
pears in half a dozen other Acts. The clause
is copied word for word from the cxisting
Act and has been the law for the past 17
years.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T am glad Mr.
Lovekin has drawn attention to this matter.
The clavse should be deleted. Tf this pro-
vision has been in operation for 17 years,
the pullic have had no knowledge of it, or
they would have made an ecarnest attempi to
strike it out.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: It has been sug-
gested that the Act provides that com-
petent ingpectors must be appointed, but if
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ihey arc pot available, the next best type of
wofficial shall he ehosen. In the event of even
the next hest not being secured, we are to
go withont aund there will he no inspection
at all. Suppose a man of the next best type
<comes along and injures a beiler, the owner,
under the clause, will have no redress what-
«©ver,

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I do net take serions
cxception to the c¢lause, beeause it must be
wunderstood that what whatever action an in-
spector takes, that action must be bona fide.
The inspector must act to the best of his
knowledge and ability, If we delete the
clause, there are a lot of malicious people
in the world who would leave no stone un-
turned to bring an action against the Crown.
As a safeguard, protection shonld be given
to inspectors in the carrying out of their
bona fide dutics,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The clause should be
«leleted. T remember an inspector under the
Machinery Act, who was well known 10
years ago who always carried a sledge ham-
mer with him, and if it was possible to put
that sledge hammer through anything, he
would do it. As a monument to that man’s
memory, he put his sledge hammer through
two of the Melville Park ferry hoats on the
Coffece Point slip. He had something to do
with steamers I was running, and I know
that if it were possible for him to do se,
he would break anything with his sledge
hammer, considering the weight he puot be-
hind it, That man’s name was Tickell, and
1 ean assure hon. members that he did tiekle
things up. T protested at the time and
wanted to know why, when such a man came
on to a job, I should not have some right of
appeal against the methods he was adopting.
‘Such a man inevitably destroyed something
that would last at any rate for another year
or two. In the case of the Melville Park
ferry hoats, those vessels would probably
have run another 12 months or so.

Hou. T. Mooere: And in that time, they
might have drowned a number of people.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Quite so. = There is
moderation in all things as the parson said
who prayed for rain and got a flood. Tt
must be remembered that very many things
come under the scope of this measure, and
if we are to have inspectors of a type simi-
Jar to the man with the sledge hammer, they
will put anything out of commission. If
the Govermment choose to keep such a man
as the person 1 have mentioned in their em-
ploy, the Government shonld bhe liable for
any damages. The Bill will extend to
coffee pots almost and give inspectors power
to go anywhere in connection with our in-
dustries. Some means should be provided
whereby an inspector shonld not be allowed
to do anything he likes, merely Because he
<onsiders his actions bona fide, without any
redress being piven to the owner. The Crown
ghould be liable for such actions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
s not a matter of what the inspeetor con-
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siders bona fide actions. Tf the inspector
destroys property wantonly, action would lie
against Lhim, but # wonld be a reasonable de-
fence if he established that he had aected
bona fide in the administration of the Act.

Hon. A. Lovekin: What would happen in
the casc of eomplicated machinery such sas
I have mentioned, where the inspector took
a new maching to pieces and was unable to
put it together again?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
am not a judge!

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: I am in aceord
with the views expressed by Mr. Lynn
and other members and favour the deletion
of the clause., There are many things em-
bodied in the Statutes regarding which it
would have been better, had they never ap-
peared there. The deletion of the clause will
have two effects. It will make the Govern-
ment extremely careful in the appointment of
inspectors and make them see that they are
thoroughly competent men, and in the second
place it will make the inspectors extra care-
ful in seeing that no damage is done. The
point mentioned by Mr. Duffell does not
cover a great number of cases which might
be mentioned. The Government should be
in exaetly the same position as private in-
dividuvals, and should not ask for any special
excmption. [ oppose the clause.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If, by the deletion
of this elause, we could automatically ex-
punge similar provisions from existing legis-
iation, T would support Mr, Lovekin. The
clanse merely confers upon an inspector the
powers of a policeman,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: An inspector might
do some damage and there is no redress. If
an inspector is a reasonable man, he will not
do any damage.  If an unreasonable man is
appointed by the Govermment, they should
take the responsibility.
~Hon, J. E, DODD: While T do not like
the unrestricted freedom given to inspectors,
we should remember that there is not an
industrial Aet which could be properly ad-
ministered unless it contained a2 provision of
this kind. An inspector would not face cor-
porations and other people and do his duty,
unless he enjoyed protection of this kind. It
would be wrotg to limit the clanse too much
or to strike it out,

Hon. A. Lovekin: Tf the clause were poat-
poned, it might be modified somewhat.

The Minister for Edueation: Jt eannot be
modified; it is a matter of prineiple.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The diffieulty
might be overcome by adding a provisa, Mr.
Lynn’s remarks indicate that one inspeector
carried out hiz duties in a very high-handed
manner.

The Minister for Edueation: Not bona fide.

Hon. J. XICHOLSOXN: He might have
pleaded that he carried out his duties in a
bona fide mamer. To protect owners of
machinery from deliberate acts of violence
and destruction at the hands of an inspecter,
I snggest a proviso to this effect, ‘*Provided
always that nothing herein shall relieve any
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inspector from liability in ecase of any de-
liberate act of damage.'’

The Minister for Education: That would be
meaningless, beeauge in that ease the inspec-
tor would not be protected. He is only pro-
tected while acting bona fide.

Hon. J, NICHOLSOXN : T am awate of that.
If an inspector deliberately put a hammer
through a thin boiler plate, he would be aect-
ing in excess of his duty.

The Minister for FEducation:
elause would not protect him.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: To obviate that and
to make the inspector careful, a proviso such
as [ have suggested would meet the case.

The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
caunot see that the proviso would improve
the position at all. TIf an inspector aects bona
file in the execution of this measure, he
should be protected, and the Crown should
be protected against liability for what is
done. There is no intention of exempting the
inspector from liability for damage done
while acting in exeess of his duty. In the
case mentioned by Mr, Lynn, aetion could
have been taken, and on the inspector would
have rested the onus of satisfying the court
that he had acted hona fide. If he failed
to satisfy the court on this point, he would
have had to pay the penalty.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : The Alinister over-
looks the fact that it might reasomably be
contended that the inspector had acted bona
fide in the execution of his duty in putting
the hammer through a thin plate.

The Minister for FEdueation:
should be protected.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: On the other hand,
it might be shown that what he had done was
in excess of his duty, notwithstanding that
he had aeted in a bona fide manner. The
position of not only the department but of
the inspectors should be safeguarded. The
clause should not be deleted; a provise such
as I have indicated would meet the case,

The Minister for Education: You want to
qualify the word ‘‘bona fide’’ in some way.

Hon. J, NITCHOLSON: T want to cnsure
that inspectors do not commit acts of vio-
lence such ag have been instanced.

Hon. R. J, Lynn: What would you ecall
acting ‘‘bona fide.”’

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is very difficule
to define ‘“bona fide.’”

The Minister for Edueation: Tt would be
a matter for the court to determine.

Hon. JJ. NICHOLSON: The eourt might
find that the inspector aeted in excess of his
duty, though he acted hona fide.

The Minister for Education: How would
vou like a lawyer’s liahility to his elients to
be defined in that way?

Hon, J. NICHOLSONXN: The pesition could
be met as T have suggested. While we should
protect the inspector, we should protect the
public from excess zeal on the part of the
inspector

Then this

Then he

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. Lovekin: And from his stupidity

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It would be wort
while postponing the clause to consider a pre
viso, as I have suggested.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T have no sympath
with the gentleman with the hammer, but
ecannot agree with Mr. Nieholson that ther
is any difficulty in defining “bona fide."’ 1
undoubtedly means ‘fin good faith.’’ Tf th
inspector aets in good faith, he should b
protected, Mr. Dodd hit the nail on the hea
when he said that, it an inspector were con
stantly under a threat of liability to prosccu
tion every time somgone considered his actio
unwarranted, he would not be likely to a4
his duty or carry out the provisions of th
Act. T hope the clause will be retained.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I d¢ not think I»
Saw quite conveyed what ‘‘hena fide’’ is in
tended to mean in this ease. Tf the hon
member were called in and operated on m
carelessly and unskilfully, he might be actin,
bhona fide, hut T would have an aetion agains
him for performing his work unskilfully,
want to place the ingpector in the same peo
sition.  An inspector mnot \fully qualifie:
might in good faith unse a hammer on
plate, but instead of giving a blow of 4Mb.
might give it a knock of 140lh. and g
through the plate. There onght to be som
remedy to the owner then,

Hon. H. STEWART: T do not favour th
clause as it stands. To my mind, under i
the Government are protected too much a
compared with the publiec. A comparabl
thing is the protection cxtended to our rail
way department in the matter of goods cax
ried at owner’s risk. Similar protection i
not extended to the British railway eom
panics. As to this.clause, a company woul
hardly dare te put obstacles in the way of a
inspeetor, and@ much less would private per
sons rfare to do so.

(Mause put, and a division taken, with th
following result:—

Ayes 8
Noes 10
Majority againat 2
AYES
Hon. F. A, Baglin Hon. J. Duffell
Hon. H. P. Celebatch Hon. E. H. Harris
Hon, J. Cornell Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. J. W. Hlickey
(Tcller.y
Nogs,
Hen. 1. A. Grelg Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon, J, JJ. Holmes Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. W, Kirwan Hon. H., Stewart
Hoen, A. Lovekin Hon. C. F. Baxter
{Teller.)

Clanse thus negatived.
Clauses 80, 81—agreed to.
Clause 82—Regulationa:
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I move an amendment—

That Subclause 5 be struck out, and
the following inserted in lieu: °‘prescrib-
ing how and under what circumstances cer-
tain engines and boilers may be in charge
of uncertificated persons.’’

The necessity for this alteration arises from
the amendment made in Clanse 53.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That the following proviso be added to
the c¢lause: ‘‘Provided nevertheless that ne
regulation dealing with fees paysble under
this Act shall be operative until sueh re-
gulation has been laid upon the Table of
both Honses of Parliament for fourteen
days.’’

The .MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I cannot accept the amendment, becaunse it
represents a complete revolution of the prim-
eiples under which regulations are framed.
Regulations are framed, and they have the
force of law. After being framed, they have
to be gazetted, and laid upon the Table in
both Houses of Parliament; and then either
House can disallow them. The amendment
would take away from the Government the
pewer to make regulations at all.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I refrained from mak-
ing remarks in support of my amendment,
because I was waiting for the clerks to make
the necessary alterations in the form of the
amendment as it sppears onm the Notice

Paper. This Bill provides for the charging
of certain fees, The Bill is for that specific
purpose.

The Minister for Education: Nof so.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The main purpose of
the Bill is to impose fees; and Parliament
onght to have an opportunity, before the fees
' are actnally charged, of saying whether they
are too high. If the fees are charged im-
mediately upon being gazetted, it will be
next door to impossible to obtain refunds in
the event of Parliament disallowing the fees
as heing too high. My object is to prevent
the imposition of unfairly heavy fees,

Hon. J. CORNELL: Mr, Duffell’s amend-
ment seeks to overturn all existing mochinery
for the framing of regmlations.

Hon. J. Duffell: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Mr. Duffell views the
Bill as a measrre for imposing fees. That
fact indicatea that the fees are going to come
home somewhere, Mr. Duffell being so anxious
to know what they will be before they do ar-
rive home., The present measure has always
appeared to me one for the better preserva-
tion of life and limb of the workers concerned.
The best way for the hon. member to achieve
his purposa would be to move to include in
the Bill a schedule of charges. If an hon.
member be dissatisfied with any of the regu-
lations to he framed, he ean move that it be
disallowed. Similar powers are conferred in
the Factories and Shops Act and in other
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existing legislation, TPersonally I am pre-
pared to trust whatever Government may be
in power to frame safeguarding regulations,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I will support the
amendment. I do not think we should im-
pose taxation by way of regulation. The Bill
jmposes a tax on industry. We ought not ‘to
blindly permit that sort of thing. I agree
with Mr. Cornell that we might well have a
schedule of fees in the Bill. We ought not
to give the Government power to fix fees
by regulation, or at least not until we know
whether the fees are to be in pence or in
pounds.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:— .

Ayes . .. .. 8§
Noes e . .. 10
Majority against .2
AYES.
Hon. J. Duffell Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hon. J. A Grelg Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon, J. W. Kirwan Hon, H &tewari
Hon, A. Lovekin Hon. J. J. Holmes
(Teller.)
Nozs.
Hon. F. A. Baglin
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. B. H. Harris
Hon, J. W. Hickey
Hon, J. Corpell Hon. A. 3. H. Baw
Hon. J. B. Dodd
{Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clanse, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Postponed Clauvse 53—Drivers in charge of
engines or cranes and hoists:

The CHAIRMAN: Mr. Lynn hag moved an
amendment to strike out from paragraph (h)
the word ‘“three’! and insert ‘‘six’’ in lieun.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
menf—

That after ‘‘power’’ the worda ‘‘or to
any boiler used sclely for heating pur-
poses’’ be added.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Last
evening the hon. member brought this ques-
tion forward ostensibly in the interests of
thosa who have 8-horse power boilers. I
learn on inquiry that all the boilers then
referred to hy the hon. member are of 4-
horse power, with the exception perhaps of
his own.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Ours is a 4-horse power,
but we propose to put in one of 8-horse
power.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amendment is not mnecessary., As it iz now,
it lies with the chief inapector to say whether
a certificated man shall be in charge. We
have already exempted boilers up to 6-horse
power, and in respect of boilers above that
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power there is no need for a certificated man
unless the chief inspector considers it neces-
sary. To exclude all boilera used for heating
purposes would be to exclude those used in
hotels, lavndries, confectionery works, jam
factories, and many other places, which would
be highly damgerous.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
amendment,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
Hon, R. J. LYNN: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (£) ‘‘114°’
be struck out and “¢200°’ inserted in lieu.

There i8 no reason why a certifieated man
ahould be in charge of any of these internal
combustion engines. Even though we grant
exemption up to 200 square inches, it will
still be leaving a grave injustice on a large
section of the community uging internal com-
bustion engines.- These engines have been
in operation for many years, They were
ptimarily installed, in many instances, be-
cause it was not necessary to have certifieated
men in charge of them, in addition to which
there was no danger to fear from their use,
while in some respeets they were economical.

I will not press the

Amendment pot and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to,

Postponed Clause 55—agreed to.
First schedule—agreed to.
Seeond schedule:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘machinery,’’ in the first
line, the words ‘‘except tbat whieh i3 ex-
pressly exempted by this Act’’ be ingerted.

The addition of these words will make the
achedule perfectly clear.

. The Minister for Edueation: T have ne ob-
jection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Schedules 3 to T~agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill again reported with amendments.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Asgsembly’s Message.
Message received from the Assembly noti-
fying that it had agreed to make amend-
ments Nos. 2, 3, 5 to 9 inclusive, that it had

deelined to make No. 4, and had made No. 1
with medifieations.

House adjourted ot 555 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT MARKETING
SCHEME. .

Dividends and final paymenis,

Mr. WILLCOCE asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, What dividends is it ex-
pected will be paid in respeet to the 1916-17,
1917-18, 1918-19, 1819-20, and 1920-21 pools?
2, When will the dividends, if any, be avail-
able for payment? 3, Is it intended to make
the mext dividends the final payments in re-
gard to any of the pools? 4, If so, on which
of the pools are final paymenta being made?
5, If final payments are not being made in
connection with any poal previously men-
tioned, when is it expected that the final pay-
ments will be made?

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 1916-17, 1144, per bushel; 1917
18, 1d. per bushel; 1918.-19, 4d. per bushel;
1919-20, 1s. per bushel; 1920-21, 1a. per
bushel, less rail freight. 2, The 1920-21
dividend should be available within a month,
and the others within twe montks. 3 and 4,
Yes, with respect to the 1915-16 pool. 5,
Possibly the earlier pools will be finalised
within aix months, and the 1920-21 pool a
little later.

QUESTION-—MUNICIPAL (CORPORA-
TIONS ACT AND RATING.

Mr. J. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that general dis-
aatisfaction has heen caused omong rate.
payers in suburban municipalities by a state-
ment that he was doubtful whether a Muni-
cipal Corporations Bill would be intreduced
this session? 2, If he is unable to introduce
such a Bill th:s geusion, will he havg a short
Bill drafted giving power to municipal coun-
cils to rate on the ummprmed value of [and,
in the same manner as is provided in the
Road Districts Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, The question is under considera-
tion.



